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ATTENTION  

We invite members of the 

IAC North West Region to enter our annual 

Competition. 

See Pages 9 & 10 for details. 
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      Chairman’s Chat 
 

I’ve been out this morning showing some of my 

old holiday films to an “Age Well” group of     

people at the church hall where we hold our club 

meetings. Also I have just returned from a cruise 

which took me over the stormy north Atlantic to 

Nova Scotia and up the St Lawrence River to 

Montreal. 

I really enjoyed this holiday as I like being at sea, although this sea was 

not as flat as I would have wished, and the wind was often blowing very 

strongly – producing the big waves. I learnt about the Beaufort Scale at 

school and I knew that it only went up to 12, which was hurricane force 

over 75 mph, so was a little wary when the captain said the wind was 

force ten. Even more so when you realise that you have just left        

Newfoundland bound for Britain and there are many days at sea. So is it 

going to be like this all the way home? In these conditions, there is not 

much film to gather for a new holiday masterpiece when one is being 

tossed about by 18ft waves. 

One thing that all cruise ships seem to have, large or small, is a         

photographer/videographer. Ours was no exception. He laughed at me 

when he saw that my camera had its ‘designer’ furry hat over the        

microphone. Previously most people who have commented about this 

piece of fluffy material thought it was a personalising feature rather than 

an effort to reduce wind noise. I did not notice many other people taking 

video but there were a few iPads around - maybe it was the age of the 

Saga passengers. 

We got talking, the videographer and me, and he asked me about what I 

did with my video so I explained about my local club, the IAC and how we 

had the BIAFF competition and how I had been a judge. It seemed to 

stop the comments about my camera’s ‘furry hat.’ On the ship they were 

trying to sell the video, obviously to pay the man’s wages. There were 

VDU’s about the ship where you could view the edited film from the    

previous port of call. People would stop and watch for a short time. The 

videographer would sometimes ask me what I thought of the footage and 

I was generally impressed with the way he had edited it.  
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On one occasion I had been watching the film for a little longer and he 

came over to ask my opinion and I told him it was good but I could not 

forgive him for one particular cut he had made. The clip showed the pilot 

trying to get aboard whilst his launch was going up and down on the 

waves. He eventually managed to grab the ladder but was cut off before 

the video showed him coming on board. As I had enjoyed the video I 

bought a copy and came home. It was very satisfying to see that he had 

lengthened that particular shot by a few frames – I was delighted - action 

shots must not be cut off part way through the action. 

One of the techniques that he used was to slow the action down. In my 

opinion it is overdone when the whole film is viewed. Slowing the action 

worked out very well when watching the gannets and eagles soar    

overhead and at the same time reduced the movement caused by the 

small boat we were on. The other point of interest was to see what views 

he had captured compared with how I saw the same scenes. This was 

an unusual but very interesting part of my holiday. 

I have seen other holiday videos where the videographer has just put 

shots together and stuck music over the top of it – usually regardless of 

what is happening in the clips. The DVD’s will show excerpts from the 

evening shows, but with the soloist singing one song and totally different 

music being played. The viewer can see and hear that this is not a good 

match. This technique is usually referred to as ‘wallpaper music’ – these 

professionals must not be afraid to use some live sound. 

My problem now is that I have to make a new holiday film that I like and 

others will not criticise too much! Wish me luck. 

Finally please make sure that you have the date of the NERIAC Spring 

Festival, Saturday April 6
th
2019 in your new diary. It will be an interesting 

day so why not bring someone from your club with you – I look forward 

to meeting you there. 

Fran Haydon 
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>>> TIMELINE <<<  
The Video ramblings of Michael and Linda Gough 

 
FADE INTO LINDA 

Autumn has been a busy film time for us. In September we        
attended UNICA and October was the IAC AGM. 

UNICA was in the Czech Republic in a town called Blansko. It is a 
small, pretty town but we didn’t get much time to see it other than 
stroll in at lunch time to grab a sandwich.  We were there for 8 
days and the major part of that was watching films from 9am until 
10pm. The days were well split up with coffee and food breaks, 
The films were out of this world. If you get the chance of seeing 
any of the UNICA programmes do take it. There is no hire fee from 
the IAC video library, just postage charged. Remember UNICA is 
being held in Birmingham in 2020. 

The UK programme was well received with many people talking to 
us about the films we entered. The judging by the 5 judges was 
very hard and very few medals were awarded. However UK       
entrants managed to be awarded 3 Bronze medals. ‘Pulse’ was 
awarded a Bronze medal and the Best Young Person’s award so 
we were doubly pleased for Gage Oxley. He was presented with 
his medal at the IAC AGM in Market Harborough. 

Mike and I stayed on for a few days in Prague. A beautiful city to 
walk around. Mike did a lot of filming so you just might see the   
results sometime. We also had a view of a professional film being 
filmed. One night as we were walking across Charles Bridge we 
looked down to see a film crew setting up lights and sound    
equipment in a restaurant garden. It was a bit tight on space. I 
watched as a lighting man climbed up and straddled a metal fence 
balancing there while holding a light onto a long pole. He was 
there for a sometime and I wondered about his undercarriage. He 
must have been VERY uncomfortable.  

Another evening we were going out for dinner when we were 
stopped from going round the corner. Needless to say, we peeped. 
Again, we were able to watch a scene being filmed. This time there 
was more room and the actors were sitting at a table. So there was 
no need to balance uncomfortably! 
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CUT TO MICHAEL 

One of my pleasures in our hobby is the meeting with people from 
all around the world. At Festivals like UNICA they tend to be video 
makers whose names we remember from previous credit lists. In 
Prague the two Americans we met on an evening cruise on the 
River Vltava had no video background but were great company. 
When I got home I took the opportunity to quickly view my       
footage. Non-linear editing on a computer is great because you 
can edit it in different sequences rather than just start from the 
beginning. I decided to edit that event into a short memento for 
them. They enjoyed downloading it from WeTransfer. They have 
got a video camera but haven’t used it to it’s fullest. Perhaps they 
will be encouraged to do so. I shall eventually re-edit the river  
sequence into a longer video about the lovely City. 

 

FADE TO LINDA IN NEW LOCATION 

 

October found us in Market Harborough for the IAC AGM. We had 
a good time there too. Thursday night we had a film show by the 
local Movie club who concentrate on making documentaries about 
the local area. It was very interesting especially as one of our 
tours was to the “5 locks in 100 yards” at Foxton that we had seen 
in their film the night before. Another talk was by an independent 
film maker who showed us how he had built a hardboard tunnel 
which can turn into a spaceship worthy of Gravity. On Friday night 
there was a ‘Pick and Mix’ film competition. We had all been 
asked to bring a film under 5 minute and they were shown for a 
friendly  audience judging. Mike won this with a film cut to music 
called ‘The Sound of Silence’. 

Saturday was another full day trip following the Richard 111 trail 
around the area from the Battlefield at Bosworth Field to Leicester 
Cathedral where he is buried. Topping the day off was the Gala 
dinner. We had much to do after we had eaten. As President I felt 
I was reading a novel when I read the citations to present 4 
Awards. Fellowships were awarded to John Howden and an   
Honorary FACI  to Paul Kittel a professional film maker who is  
famous for Embarrassing bodies. His most recent programme on 
TV was “Hitler’s Holocaust Railway. 
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These awards were followed by two UNICA medals being    
awarded. Every year UNICA gives one medal to be awarded to all 
of the participating countries to award to someone who has given 
outstanding service to Amateur filmmaking. The first was awarded 
to David Andrew, a friend of ours from Cheshire. He was too ill to 
receive it last year. The second was awarded to Phillip Collins 
FACI. Some of you may have seen Phillip in the past when he 
travelled the country giving film shows. He is now volunteering to 
catalogue the IAC films which are stored at East Anglian Film   
Archive thanks to Phillip. He has done many other jobs for the IAC 
while being a member of National Council for many years.  

The following day was the Mermaid and Mini Mermaid             
competition. All of the films were interesting and many were funny. 
The audience thought that ‘The Critic’ starring David Peffer was 
the best entry in the Mini Mermaid Competition, which we had     
chosen to represent NERIAC. Thanks Tynemouth Club and     
congratulations. 

The AGM went swiftly and we moved on to a very interesting talk 
by Paul Kittel giving an insight into his work and just how           
dangerous and exhausting it can be. A super end to a very       
enjoyable weekend. Shame not many people were there to enjoy 
it! 

FADE TO BLACK 

 

WANTED  
Due to illness of the current reporter a Temporary       

reporter is required for the Northern News column in the 

IAC FVM Magazine. 

Until the Peter Copestake is well enough to continue. 

Email Peter Copestake: northern.newsfvm@gmail.com 

For further information. 
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IAC AGM Market Harborough 

Linda Gough Receives the Mini 

Mermaid Trophy on behalf of 

NERIAC for ‘The Critic’ 

John Howden takes over as 

IAC Chairman 

Mike Whyman Retires as 

IAC Chairman 

Simon Sumner becomes 

Vice Chairman 
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NERIAC 

Spring festival 

6th April 2019 at 2PM 
At The Village Hall Spofforth 

Castle Street, Spofforth, 

North Yorkshire. HG3 1AP 

For catering reasons you must pre-book  

by 31st March at the latest 

Tickets : £10 per head 

includes refreshments & Buffet Tea 

 

Number of Tickets: _____ @ £10 Total £______ 

Name: ___________________ 

Address: ______________________ 

_______________________________ 

Tel No:______________ 

Email: ______________________ 

Send your booking form to: 

 Derek Mathieson 

22 Pierremont Crescent 

Darlington DL3 9PB 

Te: 01325 356140 
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IAC North East Region 

Video Competition Entry Form 2019  

Title: 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Run Time: _____________    Fiction                             or   Non Fiction                       

 

DVD   Standard                           Blu-ray                                AVCHD     

4 x 3 or 16 x 9 ____________        IAC Music Licence No________________  

(See rules) 

Novice Entry           A novice is defined as one who has not won any award 

or certificate in a NERIAC or Open Competition 

Only one Production per Disc with five seconds of black leader before the Title 

and any Menu removed. 

Entries not collected at the festival cannot be returned unless sufficient return 

postage is included. 

Name/s as it is to appear on any certificate or trophy: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Address: 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________ Post Code: _____________________ 

 

Phone: ______________________ Email: ______________________________ 

I agree to the rules of the Competition and give my permission for my entry to be 

included in any show reel or public show of the competition. 

I enclose a fee of £4 for IAC Members or £6 Non Members per entry.  

Signed: ______________________________ 

All Entries to be sent by Monday 11th February 2019 to: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 Email: dereksc07@gmail.com 
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  NERIAC Annual Competition 2019 Rules 

The Competition is open to residents and club members in Northumberland, Tyne & 

Wear, County Durham, Cleveland, Yorkshire Humberside and the former IAC North 

West Region for videos made without professional assistance and not  for financial gain. 

 

There are Two Categories: either Fiction or Non Fiction. 

 

There will be a winner in each category, one of which will be the declared the winner 

of the REGIONAL SHIELD and receive a cheque for £50                                           

There is also an award for the best entry by a novice. 

 

Entrance Fee IAC Members and Clubs per video = £4 

Non IAC Members £6 Cheques payable to NERIAC 

 

More than one video may be entered, subject to the rules. 

If the entered disc does not have return postage, it must be collected at the show.     

Entry forms may be copied from Nor’Easter, or downloaded from the website: 

www.neriac.co.uk 

 

Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent by email or stamped envelope (if included). 

 

Copyright audio and visual clearance must be made by the entrant. 

IAC Music Licence Number must be quoted if commercial recordings are used. 

Captions showing a win in other competitions must be removed. 

Screen Time Each entry must be no longer than 30 minutes. 

If High Definition Discs are submitted, they must be accompanied by a standard    

definition disc, for judging purposes. 

 

Only One Entry per Disc with a five second black leader before any title and music and 

any menu must be removed. 

Clearly state on the box and entry form the format of the movie. 

 

All trophies entered in the previous year must be cleaned and returned to the secretary 

by 28th February 2019 Winning trophies must be collected at the event and will not 

be sent by mail. Any certificate awarded, but not collected at the event will be sent by 

mail. 

All Entries to be sent by Monday 11th February 2019 to: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent 

Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140    Email: dereksc07@gmail.com 
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The Northern Audio-Visual Group 

 
The Northern Audio-Visual Group has been meeting twice a year 
at Snods Edge, near Derwent Reservoir, for 35 years. Originally, 
still photographers adopted Audio Visual as a means of telling a 
story whilst maintaining high quality screen images. Since the   
advent of digital, screen quality between video and stills has      
become comparable and most stills cameras will shoot 4K video 
so the theme for this AV event was ‘Video in Audio-Visual’. 

The speaker, Howard Bagshaw, has been producing                 
internationally acclaimed AVs for many years and now               
incorporates short sections of video into many of his productions. 
In addition, Howard has become proficient in flying a drone which 
he demonstrated to great effect as well as showing aerial footage. 

Forty-six members attended this event, 17 of whom screened 
short AVs. We were delighted to welcome Ivor Rose, Derek 
Mathieson and Bryan Matthews from the Darlington Video Makers 
Club.  Many of The NAV Group members are also members of the 
IAC and, although we all have our own disciplines to follow, we 
feel it would be beneficial to share information, ideas and skills 
from time to time. The next meeting of The NAV Group is         
Saturday 23rd March 2019 with Malcolm Imhoff, an IAC columnist. 

Ron Henry                   
www.thenorthernavgroup.co.uk  
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TECHIE NEWS 

 

FREE ALTERNATIVE VIDEO EDITOR 

SHOTCUT – An excellent free video editor that works on all desktop 
operating systems.  It has a familiar interface, and is very easy to 
use, providing all the editing features you could wish for.  All the    
latest media formats are supported with 4K resolution, and you can 
import video directly from your webcam.  There are plenty of effects, 
filters and transitions, including Blur, Old Film and Wave, as well as 
video-compositing and blending modes.  Shotcut is simple enough 
for beginners to master but has plenty of tools for experienced video 
editors. 

Download from: shotcut.org 

 

AVID GOES 16K 

The July update to Avid Media Composer now incorporates settings 
for projects in 16K resolution  (15360 x8640) (see screen shot).  As 
yet no consumer cameras produce this resolution, but watch this 
space! You can also run projects at 100 fps in this new update for the 
software. 
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NEW VERSION OF PREMIER ELEMENTS 

A new 2018 version of Premier Elements has been released, but 
offers little scope for producing Discs in its new menus.  No AVCHD 
discs can be produced using this software. In tests we found version 
15 to be very ‘buggy’ and version 14 seems to be much more stable.  
Version 12 was the last version which would capture images from a 
DV tape. The 2018 version is really not fit for purpose as far as    
video producers/editors are concerned. 

 

MORE FREE VIDEO EDITING SOFTWARE 

DaVinci Resolve 15.2 is now available to down load free, and works 
on Windows versions 7,8 or 10, as well as Mac OS and Linux. 

It is a very powerful video editor, being a cut-down version of the 
professional suite. It delivers sophisticated video editing,              
colour-correction tools, visual effects and transitions, audio post  
production and more. The latest version introduces the Fusion visual
-effects app used in many Hollywood productions, an improved    
colour module and support for even more video formats. 

Download it free from:  bit.ly/davinci458 

 

DVD PLAYERS 

In October 2018 John Lewis & Partners, announced that they are 
ceasing to stock DVD players, due to a 45% drop in sales of these 
units.  They will still continue to stock and sell Blu-ray players…. Are 
DVD’s now on their way out??  Is it time to stock up on blank DVD 
discs before they disappear from the market? 

 

AVID MEDIA COMPOSER FIRST 

If you are thinking of downloading and trying the free version of Avid 
Media Composer First, take a look at the following tutorial on 
YouTube.  It provides a good insight into the software. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RA35PaiecCY 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RA35PaiecCY
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Members at their last meeting. 

Sadly, Coast Video Club held its final 
meeting on 24th May. 

Falling membership numbers led to the decision to close the 
club, which had been meeting in Cullercoats for 21 years. 
They wish their fellow film-makers in other clubs all the best 
for the future and would like to thank them all for their   
friendliness and hospitality whenever we met for inter club 
competitions and other gatherings over the years. 
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Do you or your Club have any news or     
comments that you would like to share with  

other IAC Members? 

Why not use Nor’Easter  

 

The Editor always welcomes                    

contributions to this magazine 

 

Please submit articles via email in Word if possible.          

With photos as separate jpeg files rather than in the word  

document. 

Email: ivorrose@fastmail.co.uk 

Saturday 23
rd

 March 2019 

The Northern Audio Visual Group at  

St John’s Church Hall, Snods Edge, 

Shotley Bridge, DH8 9TJ 

Guest speaker: Malcolm Imhoff FRPS FACI (M)   

The title of Malcolm’s presentation is “An AV Journey” 

and the focus is on the processing and use of sound. 

 
Details can be found on The NAV Group website:   

www.thenorthernavgroup.co.uk 



16 

NERIAC Contacts 
 

Chairman: 

Fran Haydon: email: fmhaydon57@blueyonder.co.uk 

Secretary: 

Derek Mathieson FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: dereksc07@gmail.com 

Treasurer: 

Ray Henderson FACI 

25 The Crescent, Benton, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7ST 

Tel: 0191 270 1005 email: ray@coopuk.com 

Council Members: 

Audrey Cutts 

Linda Gough FACI 

Michael Gough FACI(M) 

Trevor Spencer FACI 

David Whitworth FACI(M) 

Nor’Easter Editor: 

Ivor Rose FACI 

22 Pierremont Crescent, Darlington DL3 9PB 

Tel: 01325 356140 email: ivorrose@fastmail.co.uk 

Welcome  to New Members:   

Margaret Taylor, Barrie Macjannette.  

All the NERIAC Council would like to wish you 

A Happy New Year. 

 


